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Fr—U—+ K—H— E—-
Ny TZRTS
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SUMMARY:

The text for this book sounds like “be
bop” music created by a great jazz
musician named Charlie Parker.
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OVERALL OBJECTIVES:

By reading this book, listening to the
accompanying CD, and engaging in the
different activities, children will learn
to:
* Appreciate jazz music.
* Understand what jazz music is.
* Understand how music can
mirror one’s feelings and
thoughts and how it can serve
as an outlet for one’s creativity.
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In this activity, students will learn about jazz and Charlie 3
Parker’s contribution to it.

LISTENING TO JAZZ AND CREATING ART

In this activity, students will interpret the music they hear by

either creating a drawing, a dance, or a short poem. They
will then share their work of art with their classmates.

JAZZ AND JAPANESE MUSIC

In this activity, students will listen to jazz and a traditional 11

Japanese instrumental music and make comparisons.
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Note: The time specified for each activity is an estimate.
Please feel free to modify parts of an activity in order to
meet the amount of time you have allotted for it.
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Listening To The CD And Reading
Charlie Parker Played Be Bop

TOTAL TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (30 minutes)

LISTENING TO THE CD

Time Required: 10 minutes

Note: Make sure a CD player is available in the classroom.
1. Play “A Night in Tunisia,” track 7 on the CD for 2-3 minutes.
2. Ask students the following questions:

* How did you like the music? Have you heard this kind of music before?

* What kinds of feelings did you get as you listened to the music? (Ex.
happy, sad, angry, excited, bored, or sleepy) What is it about the music
that made you feel that way? (Note: To help students answer these ques-
tions, you could ask them about the tempo of the music, the mode of the
music, etc. For example, a fast tempo usually invokes a happy feeling while
a slow tempo invokes a sad feeling.)

* Can you identify the instruments used to play this music? (Instruments used
were saxophone, trumpet, drums, bass, and piano.) (See attached handout
for pictures of these instruments.) (Note: Play the CD as often as you need
in order to help students answer these questions.)

Write down students’ answers on the board. You will refer back to these answers
after reading the book.

STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 20 minutes

1. Read the book, show the pictures, and explain the text to students in Japanese.
2. Ask students the following questions:

* What do you think of the text in the book? Did it make sense to you?
* How do the words in the book make you feel?

Refer to the list of feelings the students mentioned after listening to the music and
ask the following question:
* Do the words in the book evoke the same kinds of feelings you had while
listening to the music? Explain your answer.

Use students’ answers as a lead-in to a discussion of what the author was trying to
do. Lead students to see how the words in the book are put together randomly.
Point out the fact that even if they do not make sense together, saying these words
create a certain rhythm similar to the music “A Night in Tunisia.” The purpose of
the author was to give readers a good sense of what the music is like.

3. Play track 4 on the CD until the very end.
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What Is Jazz And
Who Is Charlie Parker?

GRADE LEVEL
2-6

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (30 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will learn about jazz and Charlie Parker’s contribution to it.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Appreciate jazz music.
* Understand a short history of jazz music and Charlie Parker’s contribution
to its development.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* “Charlie Parker Played Be Bop” CD and book (Note: Make sure a CD
player is available in the classroom.)
* Pictures of the different instruments (Please see CD for digital copies of
pictures.)

PROCEDURE

1. Discuss jazz (10 minutes)
Tell students the following interesting facts about jazz.
* Jazz is a musical art form that originated from the United States.

Jazz uses improvisation. Improvisation is a process of creating music
spontaneously as it is being performed. Jazz blends African-American
musical styles and Western music techniques and theory. Some of the instru-
ments used to create jazz music are the trumpet, the saxophone, the piano,
the drums, the trombone, and the flute. There are different kinds of jazz
music. Some have fast tempos, some have slow tempos, and some have loud
sounds while others have soft sounds. Be bop is a kind of jazz music that is
characterized by fast tempos.

Play “A Night in Tunisia,” track 7 on the CD and ask them to listen to the music’s
fast tempo and to try to figure out what instruments are being played. (Instruments
used were saxophone, trumpet, drums, bass, and piano. Show students pictures of
the different instruments.)
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2. Discuss Charlie Parker (10 minutes)
Ask the students the following questions:
* What instrument did Charlie Parker play?
* What kind of music did he play? (Answer: be bop)
Use students’ answers to the question as a lead-in to a discussion of who Charlie
Parker is.
* Charlie Parker was a saxophone player. He is one of the greatest jazz
musicians. At the age of 12, he learned to play the saxophone on his own.
He practiced a lot in order to master the basics. He joined his first band
when he was 14. He created his own style of playing that was fast and
energetic. This style of playing became known as be bop.

3. Conclude the discussion (10 minutes)
Ask students the following question:
* What new things did you learn about today’s discussion?

Lead students to understand that the music they heard is just one form of jazz.
Be sure to point out that there is a wide variety of jazz music.
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: Optional: If you have access to a computer with internet connection, you may

X

: explore the following websites with your students.

Jazz for Young People
http:/ /www.jalc.org /jazzED /j4yp_curr /launcher.html

eeccccc0ccccccose

: About Charlie Parker
‘http://pbskids.org /jazz /nowthen /parker.html

Band Leader: A jazz game for kids
thttp:/ /pbskids.org /jazz/bandleader.html
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Listening To Jazz And Creating Art

GRADE LEVEL
1-6

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will interpret the music they hear by either creating a
drawing, a dance, or a short poem. They will then share their work of art with their
classmates.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Use jazz music to express their creativity.
* Share their work of art.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* “Charlie Parker Played Be Bop” CD and book (Note: Make sure a CD
player is available in the classroom.)
* Paper, crayons and markers
* Paper and pencil to write a poem

PROCEDURE

1. Introduce the activity (5 min)
Play track 4 on the CD and show the pictures in the book. Give students the
following instructions:

* Chris Raschka, the author and illustrator of the book, was inspired to write
and draw while listening to Charlie Parker’s “A Night in Tunisia.” He used
the music to help him express himself. How about you? When you listen to
this song, do you feel like dancing, drawing, or writing words to accompany
the music? (Note: You may ask your students to work individually or with a
partner.)

2. Have students work on their creative product (15 minutes)
Play “A Night in Tunisia,” track 7 on the CD. Ask students the following
questions to help them get started:

* What do you feel when you listen to this music2

* What kinds of images does the music create in your mind?

* What does this music remind you of2 (Example: a favorite toy, your best

friend, etc.)

For students who would like to create dance steps, be sure to assign a space
for them to practice.
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3. Share (20 min)
Ask each student to go to the front of the class, present their creative work,
and where possible explain their thought process in creating it as they
listened to the music. Some questions you can ask are:

* Why did you choose to write/draw/dance as you listened to the music?

* How did the music help you express your creativity?

4. Conclude the activity (5 min)

Ask students the following questions:
* What new things did you learn about yourself and one another?
* How do you like jazz music?

Summarize main points of the discussion. Help students understand how music
can inspire creativity.
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Jazz And Japanese Music

GRADE LEVEL
2-6

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (35 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY
In this activity, students will listen to jazz and a traditional Japanese instrumental
music and make comparisons.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Appreciate jozz and traditional Japanese music.
* Compare and contrast different music forms.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* “Charlie Parker Played Be Bop” CD (Note: Make sure a CD player is
available in the classroom.)
* A recording of traditional Japanese instrumental music (such as Biwagaku,
Nogaku, Sokyoku, Shakuhachi, or Shamisenongaku)

PROCEDURE

1. Listen to the music (10 minutes)

Play “A Night in Tunisia,” track 7 on the CD and then play a recording of
traditional Japanese instrumental music. (Note: You may choose to play the
whole soundtrack or just a couple of minutes of it.)

2. Discuss the music (20 minutes)
Ask students the following questions:

* How familiar are you with these two kinds of music? If you have heard
both or one of the two kinds of music we listened to today, how and where
did you get the chance to listen to it /them?

* How are these two kinds of music similar or different? (Note: To help
students answer these questions, ask them about the tempo of the music,
the kinds of instruments used, the kinds of emotions the music evokes, etc. in
order to compare and contrast the two kinds of music.)

* Which kind of music do you prefere Why?

* Who among you listen to traditional Japanese music regularly?

* What is your favorite kind of music? (Note: If students cannot identify the
kind of music such as hip-hop, classical, or rock and roll, they can give the
titles of their favorite songs instead.)
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3. Conclude the discussion (5 minutes)
Ask students the following question:
* How did you like this listening activity?

Lead students to understand that like traditional Japanese music, very few
children in the United States listen to jazz. Therefore, activities like these
and books like “Charlie Parker Played Be Bop,” are useful because they
provide opportunities for children to listen and enjoy different kinds of music.
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