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Corduroy’s Best Halloween Ever!
d—F 201 D& D/NOT 4 — 2

Author: Don Freeman
=& R T)—x>

SUMMARY:

Corduroy and his friends celebrate
Halloween together. Corduroy picks

a great Halloween costume but has

to give it to Puppy because Puppy’s
costume fell apart. Corduroy then
makes the perfect costume before they
all head out to go trick or treating.

OVERALL OBJECTIVES:

By reading this book and engaging in
the different activities, students will:

* Understand and appreciate
how and why Halloween is
celebrated.

* Recognize and appreciate
differences and similarities
across cultures with regards
to celebrating holidays that
children find most fun.
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INDEX

STORY

READING THE BOOK

GETTING TO KNOW HALLOWEEN

In this activity, students will look at pictures from the book
and discuss them in order to better understand why and how
Halloween is celebrated.

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY

In this activity, students will bring pictures and share their
thoughts about their favorite holiday.

HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES

11

ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will try out some Halloween activities.

IF YOU WERE CORDUROY

13

ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will role-play what they would have
done if they were Corduroy.

Note: The time specified for each activity is an estimate.
Please feel free to modify parts of an activity in order to
meet the amount of time you have allotted for it.
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Corduroy’s Best Halloween Ever!

TOTAL TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

PRE-STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 10 minutes

Before beginning the storytelling session, ask the following question to facilitate
class discussion and participation.
* Have you heard of a festival called Halloween? What do you know about
it2

List down the students’ answers on the board. You will refer back to this list during
the post-storytelling session.

If students cannot answer the question above, you may ask the following questions
instead:
* What do you think of a holiday that celebrates ghosts and monsters2
Would you find it scary, interesting, strange or fun2
* Have you ever worn a costume? If so, what was it, when and why did you
wear one?
Introduce the book by saying that they will read about how Corduroy, a teddy
bear, and his friends celebrate an interesting holiday called Halloween.

STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 15 minutes

Read the story to the class. Ask the students to look carefully at the pictures as you
read the story.

POST-STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 20 minutes

After reading the story, ask the following questions to facilitate class discussion and
participation. This should be done as a whole class discussion.

A. Recall Questions
* How did Corduroy and his friends celebrate Halloween?
* What were some things that Corduroy and his friends did to prepare for
the party?
* What was Mouse’s costume?
* What was Rabbit’s costume?
* What was Puppy’s costume?
* What was Corduroy’s first costume?
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* What happened to Puppy’s costume?

* What did Corduroy do for Puppy?

* What did they do at the party?

* What was Corduroy’s costume? How did he make it?
* What did people say about his costume?

B. Insight Questions

* Why do you think most kids find Halloween fun?

* The book is entitled “Corduroy’s Best Halloween Ever,” why do you think it
is their best Halloween? What made it special for all of them? (Note: Help
students to come to the conclusion that Corduroy’s generous act of giving his
costume to Puppy made it possible for all of them to enjoy Halloween.)

* What do you now know about Halloween? (Note: Ask this question if you
asked the question: “Have you heard of a festival called Halloween? What
do you know about it2” Be sure to refer to the students’ answers listed
on the board and have them compare what they knew before and after
reading the book.)

To conclude the class, summarize the main points gathered from the discussion.
Depending on which activity you are going to use for the next session, give a brief
introduction of what they will expect in the next session and where applicable,
give them their homework as well.
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Getting To Know Halloween

GRADE LEVEL
1-3

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will look at pictures from the book and discuss them in order
to better understand why and how Halloween is celebrated.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Understand and appreciate how Halloween is celebrated by children in the
United States.
* Understand the history of Halloween.

MATERIALS NEEDED

* The book “Corduroy’s Best Halloween Ever!”

PROCEDURE

1. Discuss the different pictures

Tell students that they will look at a number of pictures in the book in order to
understand how Halloween is celebrated.

A. Why Halloween is Celebrated (15 min)
Open the book to pages 25 - 26, the spread that shows Corduroy and all his
friends in costumes, and ask students the following question:

* What can you say about the costumes Corduroy and his friends chose?
(Note: Lead students to notice the “scary” costumes like the ghost, witch and
monster, the dark and scary background and details such as the picture of
a ghost on the lion’s bag. Lead them to also notice the masks that most of
the kids have on.)

Use the students’ answers as a lead-in to a discussion of why Halloween is
celebrated.

* Halloween is a tradition celebrated on the night of October 31. This
tradition began more than 2,000 years ago. A group of people called
the Celts, celebrated this day as the end of summer. These people
believed that on this day spirits of dead people return among the living.
They held a celebration and made sacrifices to their gods to help them
survive the coming winter. During this festival, they wore masks and cos-
tume as a protection from evil spirits. This is why for Halloween, people
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wear costumes and decorate their homes with images of ghosts and spirits.
(Note: You may turn to pages 5 — 6, the spread that shows Corduroy and
his friends helping Mrs. Pig decorate her store windows. Ask them what
pictures they see on Mrs. Pig’s window.)

B. How is Halloween Celebrated (20 min)
Open the book to pages 19 — 20, the spread that shows Corduroy and his friends
enjoying the party and ask students the following questions:
* What are Corduroy and his friends doing?
* What else do you notice in this picture? (Note: Lead students to notice
the “scary” decorations like the ghost, the spider, the bats, the full moon,
and the pumpkins with scary faces, also called Jack-O’-Lanterns. Help
students come to the conclusion that these decorations are quite common
and popular during Halloween.)

Open the book to pages 25 — 28, the spread that shows Corduroy and his friends
in their costumes, and ask the students the following question:
* What are Corduroy and his friends doing?

Use the students’ answers as a lead-in to a discussion of how Halloween is
celebrated. Tell students the following interesting facts about Halloween:

* On Halloween, most children dress up in costume and go to people’s houses
to ask for candies or treats. This practice is called “trick or treat.” Children
ask people if they want to give them a “treat” or do they want a “trick”
played on them. Most of the time, people choose “treat” and give children
candies.

* The game Corduroy and his friends are playing is called “bobbing for
apples.” Apples are put in a tub or a large basin of water, children must
then use their teeth to remove the apple from the basin.

* Carving scary faces on pumpkins is another popular activity during
Halloween. The pumpkins are called Jack-O’-Lanterns. A candle is put
inside the pumpkin so it will glow in the dark and look scary.

® ©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

: Possible English Language Lesson:
: You may teach the students the following words in English: Halloween, trick or
:treat and Jack-O’-Lanterns. Students may find it fun to pronounce these words.

.
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2. Conclude the discussion (10 min)
Ask students the following question:
* Would you like to celebrate Halloween? Why or why not?

Summarize the main points of their answers.
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: Possible English Language Lesson:
: You may teach the students the following “scary” rhyme.

The Shadow on the Wall
Look! Look at the shirt!
The shirt is waving.

Look! Look at the shoes!

e0c0cc00c00c00c00000000

The shoes are moving.
:I'm scared!
: My shoulders are shaking.

: Shhh...
: There’s a shadow on the wall.

.
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! The Shadow on the Wall
Look! Look at the shirt!

: The shirt is waving.

Look! Look at the shoesl!
The shoes are moving.

¢ I'm scared!

My shoulders are shaking.
: Shhh...

: There’s a shadow on the wall.
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My Favorite Holiday

GRADE LEVEL
1-3

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (25 — 40 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY
In this activity, students will bring pictures and share their thoughts about their
favorite holiday.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Share their thoughts about their favorite holiday.
* Observe and appreciate similarities and differences in one another’s
thoughts and experiences.

PROCEDURE
1. Assign the task (5 — 10 min)
Prior to the class session for this activity, ask students to bring pictures of
their favorite holiday. These celebrations could be the Seven-Five-Three
(“shichi go san”), Children’s Day (“kodomo no hi”) or the Doll’s Festival (“hina
matsuri”). Ask them to be prepared to talk about the pictures. Ask them the
following questions:

* Why is your favorite holiday?

* What makes this holiday special for you?

2. Have students present their pictures (15 — 20 min)

Ask students to present the pictures of their favorite holiday in front of the

class. (Note: You may prompt students to begin their presentation by saying
“My favorite holiday is...”) After each presentation, the class will be given
time to ask the student any additional questions.

90 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
.

§Possible English lesson: You may have students begin their presentation by saying
:in English: “My favorite holiday is...”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

3. Conclude the activity (5 = 10 min)
Ask students the following questions:

* In this class, what is the most popular holiday? Why do you think more

people like this holiday?

* What new things did you learn about each other?
Write down the students’ answers to the questions. Summarize main points of
the discussion. Lead students to see differences and similarities in the reasons
they give as to why a particular holiday is their favorite.

11
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Halloween Activities

GRADE LEVEL
1-4

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will try out some Halloween activities.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Play some Halloween games.
* Appreciate and enjoy different Halloween activities.

PROCEDURE

You may pick to do one or both of the activities described here.

A. Bobbing for Apples (20 minutes)
Materials needed:

* Large basin with water

* Fresh apples
Put fresh apples in a large basin with water. Have students in groups of 2-4,
depending on the size of the basin, go up to the basin and try to get an apple
using their teeth. The student who gets the first apple wins. You may put a time limit
of 30 seconds per group and ask the other students watching to do the countdown.

© ©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

: Optional: You may mention its history after students finish playing the game.

: Apple bobbing, a Halloween tradition, was a way for people to find out about
: the future. It is believed that the first person who gets an apple will be the next
: one to get married.

.
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B. Trick or Treat (25 minutes)
Materials needed:
* A bag of candies or sweets
* Template for making a mask
* Paper cardboard
* Markers
* Rubber bands
* Scissors
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Give each student a copy of the mask template. Ask them to decorate it
then cut out the eyes, nose, and mouth. Punch two holes on each end and put
rubber bands through them so that they can wear the mask.

Divide the class into two groups. Group 1 will wear their masks and group 2
will be in-charge of giving the candies to them. When everyone from

group1 has gotten their candies, have group 1 and 2 switch roles. Have
students with their masks on say “trick or treat” in either Japanese or English.
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If You Were Corduroy

GRADE LEVEL
2-6

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will role-play what they would have done if they were
Corduroy.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Think of creative solutions to a particular situation.
* Express their creativity by using their acting abilities through role-play.
* Appreciate the value of sharing.

PROCEDURE
1. Assign the task (5 min)
Divide the class into groups of 3 to 5 and assign a place in the classroom
for them to rehearse. Ask them to think of what will happen next if Corduroy
decides to keep the dinosaur costume to himself and not to give it to Puppy.
Ask the students the following questions to help them come up with their short
play:

* If you were Corduroy, would you do the same for Puppy? Why or why not?

* What do you think will happen to Puppy if he has no costume?

* Will the party be as much fun for everyone?

* Can you think of other solutions to Puppy’s problem?

2. Rehearsal (10 min)

Allow students to rehearse their role play for 10 minutes. Let them know the
timeframe so that they are aware of the time. Explain that the play should
be brief (2 min) and it should involve everyone in the group. Everyone should
say or do something.

3. Have students present their play (20 min)

Ask each group to present their play in front of the class and ask the audi-
ence to look for things that all plays have in common, which they will discuss
later.
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4. Conclude the activity (10 min)
Ask students what they learned from the different short plays. Have them
look for a common thread. Ask them questions that will help them see the im-

portance of sharing and helping ones friends. Sample questions may include:
* What did you learn from the different plays?

* What are some things that all of these plays have in common?2
* Why is it important to help one’s friends?

Summarize the main points of the discussion.
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