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Covered Wagons, Bumpy Trails
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Author: Verla Kay
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SUMMARY:

This book follows the life of a pioneer
family as it travels a great distance
and faces all kinds of hardships to get
to its new home. Pioneers are people
who venture to new places that no one
has been to.

OVERALL OBJECTIVES:

By reading this book and engaging in
the different activities, children will be
able to:

* Learn about early American
history.

* Know and appreciate the early
Americans’ way of life.

* Understand and appreciate
the sense of adventure and
courage the early Americans
had in order to undertake a
long and challenging journey to
find a better life.
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READING THE BOOK
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GETTING TO KNOW THE PIONEERS AND THE FRONTIER LIFE

In this activity, students will look at pictures from the book
and discuss them in order to understand the pioneer family’s
experience as it traveled to its new home.

IF WE WERE PIONEERS

i
3

In this activity, students will pretend to be pioneers and
create a list of things that they think are necessary for a
trip like the ones the pioneers took.

MY FAMILY’S BIG ADVENTURE

In this activity, students will write and share a family
adventure story that could be fictional or be based on real
events.

ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY

Note: The time specified for each activity is an estimate.
Please feel free to modify parts of an activity in order to
meet the amount of time you have allotted for it.
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Covered Wagons, Bumpy Trails

TOTAL TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

PRE-STORYTELLING ACTIVITY

Time Required: 5 minutes

Before beginning the storytelling session, ask the following question to facilitate
class discussion and participation.

* Who among you moved here from another place? If you moved, where did
you move from? How did you get here? Did you have an easy or difficult
time moving here? Were you excited, happy, sad, scared or angry about
the move?

If none of the students from your class moved from somewhere else, then ask the
following questions instead:
* What would you feel if your mom and dad said that you are moving to a
new place? Why will you feel that way?
* What are some things about the new place you would like to find out first
before you move there?

Intfroduce the book by saying that they will read about how a family traveled a
great distance and faced lots of hardships to get to its new home.

STORYTELLING ACTIVITY

Since the pictures in this book tell the story very well, please refer to Activity 1 for
the storytelling and post-storytelling session.
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Getting To Know The Pioneers And
The Frontier Life

GRADE LEVEL
2-6

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (40 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will look at pictures from the book and discuss them in order
to understand the pioneer family’s experience as it traveled to its new home.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Look at pictures from the book and make informed inferences about early
American way of life.
* Understand early American way of life.
* Appreciate the sense of adventure and courage it took pioneers to venture
to new places.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* The book “Covered Wagons, Bumpy Trails”

* Map of the U.S.A.

PROCEDURE

1. Introduce the map (5 minutes)

Show the class the handout of the U.S. map. Tell students that the United States
is 25 times bigger than Japan and that they will read and look at pictures of a
family who traveled 2,000 miles or approximately 3,217 kilometers to get to its
new home. The distance the family had to travel is 300 kilometers more than the
distance if you were to walk from the northeast tip of Japan to its southwest tip.
Japan is about 1,800 miles (2,900 kilometers) long. *

*(Information taken from the following websites: http://www.sd129.org/goodwin/
plan-2.htm, http:/ /www.britannica.com/ebi/article-203166)

Ask students how long they think it will take to travel 2,000 miles or approximately
3,217 kilometers. To help them visualize this, have them locate Missouri and
California on the map, then trace a line from Missouri to California. The correct an-
swer is about 6 months. (Note: To give them a comparison with present day travel,
you may mention that it now takes about 3 hours by plane to get from Missouri to
California.) *

*(Information taken from the following website: http://www.sd129.org/goodwin/
plan-2.htm)
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2. Group reading of the book (20 minutes)
Have students sit in a semi-circle around you. Instead of reading the whole story to
the class, ask for volunteers to tell what they think is happening as you flip through
the book. Open the book to the first spread and say the following:
* This is the Father, the Mother, and John. They are riding their wagon to
travel to their new home.

Turn to the next page and say the following:
* In their wagon...

Ask students to continue your sentence by asking the class to look closely at what’s
inside the wagon. For the succeeding pages, you may ask the following questions to
facilitate the storytelling process.

* What do you think is happening here?

* What are the characters doing? What are they feeling?

* What interesting details do you see in the picture?

3. Discussion of the book (10 minutes)
After reading the story, ask the following questions to facilitate class
discussion and participation. This should be done as a whole class discussion.
* In your opinion, did the family have a difficult or easy time traveling to its
new home? Why?
* Why do you think the family and the people it traveled with were willing to
face such hardships to get to their new home?

Use the students’ answers as a lead-in to a short discussion of why the
pioneers made that trip.

* During the 1840’s and the 1850’s, hundreds of thousands of people
traveled a great distance to California to look for gold or to become
farmers. They were willing to face many difficulties such as lack of clean
water, sickness, and bad weather conditions because they were in search
for a better life for themselves and their families. Some people were able
to make it while others didn’t.
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§Opfional Task: If you have access to a computer that has internet access, you
:may explore this website and have students look at pictures of the places the
§pioneers passed through.

http://www.nps.gov /imr/customcf /apps/pgallery /display-slideshow.cfm2aid=

1 72&9id=72&park=cali&sort=title&aTitle=Images%200n%20the%20California
¢ %20Trail
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4. Conclude the discussion (5 min)
Ask students the following question:

* Would you choose to embark on a similar journey?2 Why or why not?
Summarize the main points of their answers. Lead students to the conclusion that
it took courage and a sense of adventure for the pioneers to embark on such a
journey.

Resources: http://www.nps.gov/cali/
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If We Were Pioneers

GRADE LEVEL
2-6

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY
In this activity, students will pretend to be pioneers and create a list of things that
they think are necessary for a trip like the one the pioneers in the story took.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Understand and appreciate the kind of preparation the pioneers took in
order to survive their long trip.
* Engage in critical and analytical thinking as they figure out what things are
necessary for a trip like the one the pioneers took.
* Express one’s thoughts and appreciate differing opinions and views.
* Add numbers (up to 200) given a problem that simulates real life situation.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* List of supplies the pioneers plan to take with them ( Please see CD for
handout.)
* Calculator (optional)

PROCEDURE
(Note: This activity is based on a ThinkQuest about Pioneers. http://library.

thinkquest.org/6400 /supply%20list.htm)

1. Introduce the activity (5 min)
Divide students into groups of 3 to 4. Introduce the activity by giving the following
instructions:

* You will pretend that you are a family of pioneers preparing for a 5 month
long trip. Here is a list of things that you might take with you. (Give each
group a handout.) You are allowed to bring a maximum of 900 kilograms
of things. You cannot go over 900 kilograms because your horse will not
be able to carry that much. Discuss with your group what items you plan
to bring. You will later share with the rest of the class the reasons for your
choices.

2. Have students work in groups (20 min)
Have students work with their group mates. Provide them with scratch paper
or a calculator to help them with their calculations.
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3. Have students present their list (15 min)
Ask each group to present their list in front of the class. Write down each
group’s list of items on the board. After each presentation, ask the group the
following questions:

* Why did you choose the following items2

* How did your group decide what items are important?

* Was it easy or difficult to agree on what items are important?

4. Conclude the activity (5 min)

Ask students to look at the lists on the board and see what items appear on
every list and what items don’t. For items that appear in only one of the lists,
you may ask the group for its reasons for choosing them. For items that do
not appear in any of the lists, ask the students why they didn’'t choose those
items. If there are more things that the different lists have in common, lead
students to the conclusion that there is a general agreement of what things
are critical to one’s survival.

.
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Optional task: If you have internet access in your classroom, take a look at the
pictures on this website with your students to learn more about the pioneers.
http://library.thinkquest.org /6400 /who.htm:

For pictures of tools the pioneers used, go to:
http://library.thinkquest.org/6400 /tools.htm
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My Family’s Big Adventure

GRADE LEVEL
2-6

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY
In this activity, students will write and share a family adventure story that could be
fictional or be based on real events.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Write and narrate a family adventure story.
* Appreciate the importance of family.
* Find similarities and differences between their own made-up story and the
pioneer family’s experience.

PROCEDURE
(Note: If you want to cut down the time spent on this writing activity, you may
give it as an assignment.)

1. Assign the task (5 min)

Introduce the activity by asking students if they have read or listened to a
good story lately. If so, ask them for their opinion as to what made the story
good. (Note: Guide students to understand that a story is made up of the
following elements: characters, setting, problem, events, and solution.) List
their answers on the board and give them the following instruction:

* Now that you have an idea of what makes up a good story, you will try to
write your own story. The story should be about your family’s adventure. It
could be based on something that actually happened or something that you
made up. You will start your story with the following sentence: “One bright

summer day, my family and | rode in a/an to go to

Here are some guiding questions to help you compose your story:
* Who are the other characters in the story aside from you?
* What happened during this trip2
* Did the characters encounter a problem during the course of their trip? If
so, what was it2
* What did they do to solve the problem? Is there a happy, sad or
unexpected ending to this story?

2. Have students write their story (15 min)
Give students 15 minutes to write their story. (Note: You may give students

11
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13

the option to write their story in paragraph form or in comic book form
where each drawing can be accompanied by a sentence or two of narration
or dialogue.)

3. Have students share their story (20 min)

Ask students to go in front of the class to read their story aloud. After each
presentation, the class can be given the opportunity to ask questions about
the story.

4. Conclude the activity (5 min)
Ask students the following questions:
* Were there any similarities among the stories? What were these
similarities?
* Were there any differences among the stories? What were these
differences?
* In what ways are your family adventure stories similar or different from the
pioneer family’s story?

Write down the students’ answers to the questions. Summarize main points of the
discussion. Lead students to understand and appreciate the fact that although the
pioneer family’s adventure may seem like a good fiction story, it is actually based
on real events.
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