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Parade Day
NL—FROH

Author: Bob Barner
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This book introduces the different
months of the year and the

different festivals or occasions that are DMMNZRENT 5,
celebrated in each month by children in

the United States.

OVERALL OBJECTIVES: RN A HEE .

COARZHELET, BEIFUT
DI EEZER,

« RETHDONDINANAT
BEO OMEZRD 5.

« KEIZBWTDH, HAIZSH
WTH, BRODTNL—R
HITO ZEMEBHETHD Z
EEHRT 5,

By reading this book and engaging in

the different activities, students will:

* Appreciate the different festivals
celebrated in the United States.

* Understand the significance of
celebrating festivals through
parades in both the American and
the Japanese cultural context.
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READING THE BOOK

STORY

special festival and parade by creating a photo album or a
poster for it.

ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY

Note: The time specified for each activity is an estimate.
Please feel free to modify parts of an activity in order to
meet the amount of time you have allotted for it.

1
GETTING TO KNOW THE DIFFERENT PARADES
In this activity, students will learn about the different festivals 3
and holidays and how they are celebrated through parades.
MY FAVORITE FESTIVAL
lIn this activity, students will bring pictures and share their 15
thoughts about their favorite festival.
MY TOWN'’S SPECIAL FESTIVAL AND PARADE
In this activity, students will learn more about their town’s 19
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Parade Day

TOTAL TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes * Note: The time indicated here includes time for
Activity 1.)

PRE-STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 10 minutes

Before beginning the storytelling session, ask the following questions to facilitate
class discussion and participation. This is to be done as a whole class discussion.
* Have you seen a parade or taken part in one? What was the parade for?
* If you took part in a parade, what was your role in it2 (Note: You may ask
students how many of them have been part of the Sansa Odori Festival
and what did they do to prepare for it.)

After the students have given their answers, tell students that they are going to
read a book on parades held for special festivals celebrated in the United States.

STORYTELLING SESSION AND POST-STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: (35 minutes)

Please refer to Activity 1 for guide in reading the book. Activity 1 gives
background information on the different festivals and parades.
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Getting To Know The Different
Parades

GRADE LEVEL
1-3

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (35 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will learn about the different festivals and holidays and
how they are celebrated through parades.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Appreciate the different festivals and holidays celebrated in the United
States.
* Find similarities and differences on how people celebrate festivals and
holidays through parades.

MATERIAL NEEDED
* “Parade Day” book

PROCEDURE

1. Group reading of the book (25 minutes)

(Note: Depending on the amount of time you have, you may choose to read about
all the parades featured in the book or you may pick and choose just a couple of
the parades.)

Introduce the book by asking students for a definition of parade or you may give
the following short description:

* “A parade is an organized procession of people along a street, often in
costume, and often accompanied by floats or sometimes large lighter-than-
air balloons with complex shapes. Parades are held for a wide range of
reasons, but are usually celebrations of some kind.” (From Wikipedia)

Important note: Before you begin reading the book, remind students that most

of the parades featured in the book do take place in the United States and that
people hold parades for various reasons. The Ticker Tape Parade, the Pet Parade,
and the Animal Parade are not actual parades celebrating a particular festival.
The author of the book included them to make the book more fun and interesting to
read.
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As you read the book, ask the following questions before going on to the next
page:
* What do you see in this picture?
* What are some unique things that you notice about the drawing on this
page?
* Can you think of any Japanese festival that is somewhat similar to this
festival?

Below are short descriptions of the festivals that were featured in the book. Read
them to your students so they will get a better sense of what kind of festival each
parade celebrates.

January - Rose Bowl Parade
* The first Tournament of Roses was held in 1890. It was to celebrate

the mild winter weather in Pasadena Valley in California. The festival
eventually included marching bands and motorized floats. In 1902, an
American football game was added to enhance the day’s festivities. Since
then, it has been a very popular New Year’s Day tradition in Pasadena.
Thousands of people attend it and millions more watch it on TV.

: Optional Task: You may look up the following websites to learn more about the

§Rose Bowl Parade.

.

s http: / /www.tournamentofroses.com/index.asp
*http://www.tournamentofroses.com/history /

.
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$ecececcccccocos

February — Winter Carnival
* Winter carnivals are held in places that have very cold winters. Ski races,
ski jumping, street events, the shovel race and dog sled pull are some
events that are held during the winter carnival.
: Optional Task: You may ask the student the following question fo generate an
finteresting discussion:

.

* Do we have something similar to a winter carnival here in Japan?

$eeccccccccce
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March = St. Patrick’s Day

* St. Patrick’s Day was originally a religious festival celebrating the life
of a saint. It eventually became a day for Americans who trace their
roots to Ireland to celebrate the Irish culture. On this day, everybody,
including people who are of non-Irish origin, wear green, eat Irish food
and/or green foods, have Irish drinks and attend parades. The largest
St. Patrick’s Day parade is held in New York City and it is watched by 2
million spectators. The St. Patrick’s Day parade was first held in Boston in
1737 and the celebration in New York began in1762. In the United States,
about 12% of the total number of people in the United States (33,992,086
out of 282,909,885) have Irish ancestry. (Data taken from U.S. government
census, 2003 - http://www.census.gov/acs/www /Products/Profiles/Sin-
gle/2003/ACS /Tabular/010/01000US2.htm)
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April — Ticker tape Parade
* A ticker-tape parade is a parade event held in a downtown urban

setting where large amounts of shredded paper products from nearby
office buildings are released onto the parade route. This creates a festive
atmosphere. These kinds of parades are reserved for special occasions (for
example: the city’s baseball team wins a championship). Moreover, they do
not necessarily just happen in April. The author of the book used this kind
of a parade as an example of a parade that could happen in April.

May — Cinco de Mayo
* Cinco de Mayo is a festival that celebrates the culture and experiences of
Americans of Mexican ancestry. On this day, people celebrate by eating
Mexican food, drinking, dancing, singing and attending parties hosted by
Mexican-Americans. Parades are also held on this day. In the United States,
about 9% of the people in the United States have Mexican ancestry. (Data
taken from U.S. government census, 2003 - http://www.census.gov/acs/

www /Products/Profiles/Chg /2003 /ACS /Tabular/010/01000US 1.htm)

June — Pet Parade
* Although there is no such thing as a Pet Day in the United States, there
are events like pet shows and pet contests and they do not necessarily just
happen in the month of June. The author of the book used a pet parade
as an example of a parade that could happen in June since people hold
parades for different kinds of reasons.

July — July 4th or Independence Day
* Americans celebrate their Independence Day on the 4th of July to remind
them of their fight for independence from the British. The United States
used to be ruled by British people. This is also a day when people display
their love for their country.
: Optional Task: You may ask the student the following questions to generate an
interesting discussion:
* What does “independence” mean?
* Japan does not have an “independence day. Why do you think this is so?
(Note: This could be a good lead-in to a discussion of Japanese history.)

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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August — Animals Parade
* When a circus visits a town, it usually holds a parade to let people know
that they are in town for a show. A circus travels to different towns during
different times of the year. The author of the book used a parade of circus
animals as an example of a parade that could happen in August.

September — Labor Day
* Labor Day is a day that celebrates U.S. workers. It is celebrated every first
Monday of September.
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: Optional Task: You may ask the student the following question to generate an
interesting discussion:
* Here in Japan we also celebrate Labor Day. Why do you think it is
important to celebrate this day?

eecc0ccccccccccce

October — Halloween
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* Halloween is a tradition celebrated on the night of October 31. On this

e0c0ccc0cccccc00cc 000

day, most children dress up in costumes and go to people’s houses to ask
for candies or treats. This practice is called “trick or treat.” The children
ask the people if they want to give them a “treat” or do they want a
“trick” played on them. Most of the time, people choose “treat” and give
candies to the children. Adults also dress-up on this day when they go to
Halloween parties. Halloween parades are actually not that common. New
York City is one place that holds a parade every year on October 31.

: Optional Task: You may ask the student the following question to generate an
. interesting discussion:
* Do you find Halloween interesting? Why or why not?

eecccccce

November — Thanksgiving Day
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: Optional Task: You may look up the following website to see pictures of different
: Thanksgiving parades.

.
.

* Thanksgiving in the United States is celebrated every fourth Thursday of

e00c0cccccccccoe

:http://www.theparade.org/parade/

November. In the 1600’s, a group of people, later known as the Pilgrims,
left England to travel to North America. They left England in the hopes

of finding a better place where they can practice their beliefs freely.
When they arrived in North America, winter was just beginning and it was
very difficult for them to find food and shelter. Fortunately, the Indians or
native people called Wampanoag showed them how to plant and how to
survive in their new home. The Pilgrims were able to survive their first year
in their new home. So, the following year, they held a feast to celebrate
their blessings and they invited the Wampanoag to join them. Most families
come together to celebrate Thanksgiving Day. People who live away from
their families usually travel to be with them on this special day. Parades
are held on this day to celebrate this cherished holiday. One of the biggest
Thanksgiving parade is hosted by a department store (Macy’s) and is held
in New York City every year. Different kinds of floats and giant balloons
are featured in this parade. In 2005, more than 2.5 million people lined
the street to watch it and an additional 44 million people saw it on TV.

http:/ /www.macys.com /campaign/parade /parade.jsp

.
.
.
.

December — Christmas
* Christmas is the day that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ about

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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two thousand years ago. People who believe in Jesus Christ are called
Christians. So, for Christians all over the world, Christmas is an important
religious holiday for them.

Christmas is a wonderful time for many children because they get
presents. Many children believe that they get presents from Santa Claus.

They believe that on the night before Christmas, Santa Claus drives through

the sky in a sleigh drawn by eight reindeers, goes down the chimney and
leaves gifts for children that have been good.

Parades held on this day feature things and characters that remind people

of Christmas such as Santa Claus, gifts and candy canes.

§Opﬁonal Task: You may look up following website to see pictures of a Christmas

: parade.
http: / /www.mickey-mouse.com /picdlpchristmaspde.htm

ecccoe

¢ If students would like to know more about who Jesus Christ is and what Christmas

http:/ /www.hollywoodchamber.net /icons /parade.asp

:is all about, you can read the following to them:

90 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

* Christmas is the day that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ about two

thousand years ago. Christmas, which is usually celebrated on December
25, is not the exact date of Jesus Christ’s birthday. It was a day picked
by people two hundred years ago to celebrate His birthday. For millions
of people around the world, they believe that Jesus Christ is the son of
their God. He was sent to this world by being born to a woman named
Mary and her husband named Joseph. According to the story, when
Mary was about to give birth to the baby, she and Joseph were travel-
ing so they tried to find a place where she can have a baby but they
were not welcomed in any inns. So, Mary had to give birth to the baby
in a manger. A manger is a place where animals were kept. When the
baby was born, a very bright star shone on the manger. Angels told the
shepherds who were watching their sheep in a nearby field that the son
of God was born so the shepherds went to see the baby. Three kings
from a far away place followed the bright star and found the manger.
The three kings presented the baby with gifts. All of the baby’s visi-
tors believed that the he was the son of their God. (Angels are heavenly
beings who are believed to be messengers of God.)

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

2. Conclude the storytelling session (10 minutes)

After reading the story, ask the following questions to facilitate class discussion and

participation. This should be done as a whole class discussion.

A. Recall Questions

* What kind of parade was held in the month of 2
* What are some of the parades that you learned about in this lesson? What

were they for? What were they about?

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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B. Insight Questions
* Are there any festivals in the United States that look similar to festivals in
Japan?
* Which parade do you find most interesting? Why?

To conclude the class, summarize the main points gathered from the questions
posted above. Depending on which activity you are going to use for the next
session, give a brief introduction of what they will expect in the next session and
where applicable, give them their homework as well.
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My Favorite Festival

GRADE LEVEL
2-3

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will bring pictures and share their thoughts about their
favorite festival. (Note: Students may find this activity more interesting after they
have read “Parade Day.”)

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Share their thoughts about their favorite festival. Express their artistic
abilities through drawing.
* Observe and appreciate similarities and differences in one another’s
thoughts and experiences.

PROCEDURE
1. Assign the task (10 min)
Prior to the class session for this activity, ask students to bring pictures of
their favorite festival. These celebrations could be the Sansa Odori Festival,
New Year’s Day Festival, the Seven-Five-Three (“shichi go san”), Children’s
Day (“kodomo no hi”) or the Doll’s Festival (“hina matsuri”). Ask them to be
prepared to talk about the pictures. Ask them the following questions:

* What month of year is your favorite festival?

* Why is it your favorite festival?

* What kinds of things do you do on this festival2 Does this festival have a

special parade?
* What makes this festival special for you?

2. Have students present their pictures (25 min)

Ask students to present the pictures of their favorite festival in front of the
class. After each presentation, the class will be given time to ask the student
additional questions.

Note: To speed up the activity, after one student explains his/her favorite
festival in front of the class, ask who else selected the same festival and ask
them to stand up and show their pictures to the entire class. This way only a
few students will present in front of the class (saving time and avoiding
repetition) and all students are recognized (by speaking or showing their
pictures).
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: Possible English lesson: You may have students recite the 12 months of the
year and then have them begin their presentation by saying in English: “My
favorite festival isin "
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3. Conclude the activity (10 min)
Ask students the following questions:
* In this class, what is the most popular festival2 Why do you think more
people like this festival?
* What new things did you learn about each other?

Write down the students’ answers to the questions. Summarize main points of
the discussion. Lead students to see differences and similarities in the reasons
they give as to why a particular festival is their favorite.
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My Town’s Special Festival
And Parade

GRADE LEVEL
2-3

TIME REQUIRED

1st class session (5 — 10 minutes) (*excludes time the students need to work on
their project. Students will probably need about 1 class session or about
45 minutes to work on their project.)

2nd class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will learn more about their town’s special festival and
parade by creating a photo album or a poster for it. (Note: Students may find this
activity more interesting after they have read “Parade Day.”)

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Appreciate their town’s special festival and parade.
* Understand the importance and significance of the festival and parade to
the community.
* Express their writing and artistic abilities by creating a photo album or a
poster about the festival.

PROCEDURE

Ist Class Session

1. Assign the task (5 — 10 minutes)

Divide the class in groups of 3 to 4. Depending on the level of your students,
choose to give one of the following instructions:

(Note: You may pick a special festival that your town is known for. For
example, if you are in Morioka, you can pick the Sansa Odori Festival for
your students to work on.)

A. Find or draw pictures of our town’s special festival. You will put these in
a folder to create an album. The pictures should show special activities that
happen on this day. Write a sentence or two about each picture. You will also
write a short paragraph explaining the origin and history of the festival. You
can do additional research or conduct interviews to find out the following:

* When was the festival first celebrated?

* Why was it celebrated? What is its history?

* What do people in the community think about this festival? Do they find it

important and significant to their lives?

(Note: You may specify how many pictures they need to find, draw or take.)
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B. Design a poster to invite people from other places to attend one of our
town’s special festivals. You have to make it interesting by letting people
know about the activities that happen on the day of the festival so that
people would like to take part in it. You may draw, find pictures, or make a
collage to make your poster more colorful. You can also use your poster to
explain the origin and history of the festival. You can do additional research
or conduct interviews to find out the following:

* When was the festival first celebrated?

* Why was it celebrated? What is its history?

* What do people in the community think about this festival? Do they find it

important and significant to their lives?

Between 1st and 2nd Class Sessions

2. Check the work

Prior to the second class session, ask students to submit their photo album or
poster. Go over them and check for any factual inaccuracies. Have students
correct these inaccuracies before they present their work in front of the class.

2nd Class Session

3. Have students present their work (35 minutes)

Ask students to present their album or poster in front of the class. After
each presentation, the class will be given time to ask the presenting group
additional questions.

4. Conclude the activity (10 minutes)
Ask students the following questions in order to find out what they learned
from doing this project:

* What new things did you learn about our town’s special festival?

* How is this festival significant to your town?

Summarize main points of this discussion.
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