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Sector 7
Ty —7

SUMMARY:

In this wordless picture book, a boy
and his classmates visit the Empire
State Building in New York City and the
boy goes off on a wonderful adventure

with the clouds.

OVERALL OBJECTIVES:

By reading this book and engaging in
the different activities, children will be

able to:

* Learn about famous

Author: David Wiesner
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landmarks such as the Empire
State Building and the Grand
Central Terminal in New York
City.

* Learn about famous
American landmarks and
geography while furthering
their knowledge of Japanese
landmarks and geography.

* Appreciate the value of
using one’s imagination and
creativity.
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READING THE BOOK

READING SECTOR 7

In this activity, students will look at pictures from the book
and figure out the story for themselves.

CREATE A STORY

ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will write a story like Sector 7 using 7
famous landmarks in their hometown.

TOKYO AND NEW YORK

In this activity, students will look at pictures of Tokyo and 11

New York and learn about similarities and differences
between the two.

Note: The time specified for each activity is an estimate.
Please feel free to modify parts of an activity in order to
meet the amount of time you have allotted for it.



51

Wi AN

5

2745 —71 25T -
BERT, EOLOREEOHERINBEBGNEZ 4
Tn<,

Ry =13
5 —71 ok5i12, BROFOHOFE4HRT > 8
R —27 2ffio TWiREEEL,

Wl —a—3a—7 .
Wt a—a—IHOEEZR T, —D0#HHiOHE 12
UL EiE D RZEERN,

R ER IS C TERIZfT > TSRS W,



Sector 7

TOTAL TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

PRE-STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 10 minutes

Before beginning the storytelling session, ask the following questions to facilitate
class discussion and participation.

* Have you been on a class field trip2 Where did you go?

* Was the field trip memorable? How so?

Introduce the book by saying that they will look at pictures and figure out what
happened to a boy when he went on a class field trip.

STORYTELLING AND POST-STORYTELLING SESSION
Since this is a wordless picture book, please refer to Activity 1 for the storytelling
and post-storytelling session.
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Reading Sector 7

GRADE LEVEL
2-3

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (35 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY
In this activity, students will look at pictures from the book and figure out the story
for themselves.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Look at pictures from the book and make up a story about what happened
to a boy during his class field trip.
* Use their imagination and think creatively.
* Appreciate famous landmarks in New York City such as the Empire State
Building and the Grand Central Terminal.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* The book “Sector 7”
* Pictures of the Empire State Building and Grand Central Terminal (Please
see CD for digital copies of pictures.)
* U.S. map (optional)

PROCEDURE
1. Group reading of the book (20 minutes)
Have students sit in a semi-circle around you. Instead of reading the whole story to
the class, ask for volunteers to tell what they think is happening as you flip through
the book. Open the book to the first spread and say the following:
* A boy and his classmates are on a class field trip. Together with their
teacher, they are riding the elevator to the top floor of the building.

Turn to the next page and point to the word “Observatory” and say:
* The teacher directs them to go up the stairs to the observatory. And...
(Note: Explain to students that the observatory in this tall building is a
place where people can get an extensive view of the city below.)

Ask students to continue your sentence. If they need help in figuring out how to
continue your sentence, ask them the following questions:
* What is the weather condition like on this day?
* Do you think the boy and the students will get a good view of the city
below?2 Why not?
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For the succeeding pages, you may ask the following questions to facilitate the
storytelling /creative thinking and sharing process.

* What do you think is happening here? Why?

* What are the characters doing?

* What interesting details do you see in the picture?

2. Discussion of famous landmarks featured in the book (10 minutes)
After reading the story, ask the following question:
* This story may be a make-believe one but the setting for the story is based
on a real place. Do you know the name of the places where this story
happened?

Use the students’ answers as a lead-in to a short discussion of New York City, the
Empire State Building and the Grand Central Terminal. Show pictures of the places
as you read the following:

* The city where this story took place is New York City. It is a major city in
the United States of America. New York City is a very important place
for business. It is also one of the world’s most important cultural centers
with hundreds of world-class museums, galleries and performance venues.
The people who live in this city are very diverse. In fact, 36% of the city’s
population is foreign-born. (Optional: You may show your students where
New York City is on the U.S. map.) (From Wikipedia)

* The Empire State Building is a major landmark in New York City. It was built
in 1931 and was the world’s tallest building for more than forty years. lts
observatory is one of the most popular in the world. It has been visited by
over 110 million people. (From Wikipedia)

Have students look at the picture of Grand Central Terminal and ask them to look

for similarities between Grand Central Terminal and the place where the clouds

are dispatched. Let students know that the illustrator of the book used Grand

Central Terminal as his inspiration for how the clouds’ dispatch center will look like.

* Grand Central Terminal is one of the busiest rail stations in the United

States. It is the largest train station in the world by number of platforms:
44, with 67 tracks along them. They are on two underground levels, with
41 tracks on the upper level and 26 on the lower. (Note: A railway plat-
form is a section of pathway, alongside rail tracks at a train station, metro
station or tram stop, at which passengers may board or alight from trains
or trams.) (From Wikipedia)

3. Conclude the discussion (5 min)

Ask the following questions to conclude the storytelling session.
* How do you like the story?
* What was your favorite part of the story2 Why?

Summarize the main points of their answers.
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Create A Story

GRADE LEVEL
2-3

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will write a story like Sector 7 using famous landmarks in
their hometown.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Write or draw and narrate a fantasy /make-believe story.
* Find similarities and differences between their own made-up story and
Sector 7.
* Appreciate and exercise the power of their imagination.

PROCEDURE

(Note: If you want to cut down the time spent on this writing activity, you may
give it as an assignment. You may also have students work in groups or
individually.)

1. Assign the task (5 min)
Introduce the activity by asking students if they have read or listened to a
good story lately. If so, ask them for their opinion as to what made the story
good. (Note: Guide students to understand that a story is made up of the
following elements: characters, setting, problem, events, and solution.) List
their answers on the board and give them the following instruction:
* Now that you have an idea what makes up a good story, you will try to
write your own make-believe story. Like Sector 7, you will use important
landmarks in our city as settings for your story. Some examples are the

.....

Bridge or even the Morioka train station.

Here are some guiding questions to help you compose your story:
* Where does your story take place?
* What is it about?
* Who are the characters in the story?
* What problem, strange happening or event did your characters encounter?
* How did they deal with the strange situation or event?
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2. Have students write their story (15 min)

Give students 15 minutes to write their story. (Note: You may give

students the option to write their story in paragraph form or in comic book
form where each drawing can be accompanied by a sentence or two of
narration or dialogue. You may give students a word number limit.)

3. Have students share their story (20 min)

Ask students to go in front of the class to read their story aloud. After each
presentation, the class can be given the opportunity to ask questions about
the story presented.

4. Conclude the activity (5 min)
Ask students the following questions:
* Were there any similarities among the stories? What were these
similarities?
* Were there any differences among the stories? What were these
differences?
* In what ways are your stories similar or different from Sector 72

Write down the students’ answers to the questions. Summarize main points of
the discussion. Lead students to appreciate their ability to invent and imagine
stories.
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Tokyo And New York

GRADE LEVEL
2-3

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (25 — 40 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY
In this activity, students will look at pictures of Tokyo and New York and learn
about similarities and differences between the two.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Appreciate the similarities and differences between Tokyo and New York
City.
* Look at pictures and make informed observations about them.

MATERIALS NEEDED

* Pictures of Tokyo and New York (Please see CD for digital copies of
pictures.)

* World map (optional)

* U.S. map (optional)

PROCEDURE
1. Introduce the activity (5 — 10 minutes)
Post pictures on the board. Ask students the following questions:

* What is the largest city in Japan? (Note: Size of a city is measured in terms
of the number of people living there.)

* Who among you have visited Tokyo? How did you like it¢ Can you share
some of your interesting experiences while you were in Tokyo?

* What is the largest city in the United States? (Note: If students do not know
the answer, you may tell them that it is New York City. Then, ask the class if
any of them have heard of it or visited it. You may also ask them how they
know about it.)

Use the students’ answers to the questions as a lead-in to the following
instructions:

e Tokyo is the biggest city in Japan while New York City is the biggest city in
the United States. Here are some pictures of both cities. Can you figure out
which pictures are of Tokyo and which are of New York City?

Divide the board into two sections and label one side Tokyo and the other
New York City.

(Optional: You may use the map of the U.S.A. to show students where New
York City is and be sure to clarify that it is a part of New York state. Tell
students that if someone says they are from New York, it does not necessarily
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mean that they are from New York City.)

2. Discuss the pictures (15 — 20 minutes)
Pick a picture and ask the class if it's a picture of Tokyo or New York City.
Ask the following question once they have decided whether it's Tokyo or New

York City:

* What are some things in this picture that help you figure out which city it is?
(Note: You may help students by asking them to look for familiar landmarks
such as the Tokyo Tower and Mt. Fuji in the background.)

After the students have finished categorizing the pictures, ask the following

questions:

* Do you see any similarities between the two cities?

* Do you see any differences between the two cities?

* A large number of people live in both cities, what do you think attract
people to these places? (Note: You may give students the following
additional information in order to help them answer the question. New
York City and Tokyo are maijor cities of the world. They are both important
cultural and business centers. There are lots of things to do in both cities
such as shopping, eating out, visiting famous landmarks and museums.)

Write the following interesting facts about the two cities on the board so
students can see additional similarities or differences.

transportation,
broadcasting, insurance,
entertainment

Tokyo New York City
Population 12,570,000 (2006) 8,213,839 (2005)
Land area 2,187.08 km?2 1,214.4 km?
Weather hot humid summers and mild | Mild spring and fall, hot
to cool winters and humid in the summer,
and cold winter with
moderate snowfall
Economy finance, publishing, Finance, insurance, real

estate, arts, television and
film industry, fashion
industry

Additional facts

Seat of
government, home of
imperial family

Seat of government is
located in Washington, D.C.
and not in N.Y.C.

Ethnic make up of
people living there

Number of foreign residents:

353,826 (2005)

Number of foreign born
residents: 2,956,982 or
36% of the total population
(2005)

3. Conclude the activity (5 = 10 minutes)
Ask students the following question to conclude the discussion of the pictures:

* What new things did you learn from this activity?

* Would you like to visit Tokyo and New York City2 Why or why not?
Summarize main points of this discussion. Help students understand that New
York City should not be their sole physical impression of the United States.
Like Japan, it has big cities and small rural towns as well.

(From Wikipedia)
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