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The Story Of The Statue
Of Liberty
1 H D ZLH D B3

Author: Betsy and Giulio Maestro
EH 0 NyYy -XITAbO, Ya—UF-IYTA MO

SUMMARY:
A French sculptor, Frederic Auguste

Bartholdi, was asked to design a statue

that was to be France’s gift to the

people of the United States. This statue

is the well-known Statue of Liberty
which now symbolizes American
freedom, democracy and openness.
The story of how the Statue of Liberty
was created, built and then shipped to
the United States is not only interest-
ing but it also shows how the French
and the Americans worked together to
make it possible.

OVERALL OBJECTIVES:

By reading this book and engaging in
the different activities, students will:
* Learn about the Statue of
Liberty and what it symbolizes.

* Appreciate the ideals the statue

stands for such as freedom,
democracy and international
friendship.

* Understand how friendship
between countries is made
possible by individual efforts.
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INDEX

STORY

READING THE BOOK

LIBERTY PUZZLE

In this activity, students will be given a puzzle of the Statue
of Liberty and they will try to put it together as fast as they
can. They will also have to figure out what the important
parts of the statue (such as the crown, the torch, the tablet
and the broken shackles at the statue’s foot) mean by
matching the right description to it.

A GIFT TO THE AMERICANS

In this activity, students will be asked to design or pick a gift
for the American people. It should be a gift that represents
an important message and Japanese goodwill.

TAKING A CLOSER LOOK AT JAPANESE AND
AMERICAN MONUMENTS

ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will look into important landmarks,
monuments or historical sites in their town. They will learn
about what these places mean to the people or what
ideals they stand for. They will then compare and contrast
the significance of these places to the Japanese people to
that of the Statue of Liberty to the American people.

Note: The time specified for each activity is an estimate.
Please feel free to modify parts of an activity in order to
meet the amount of time you have allotted for it.
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The Story Of The Statue Of Liberty

TOTAL TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

PRE-STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 10 minutes

Before beginning the storytelling session, ask the following questions to facilitate
class discussion and participation. This is to be done as a whole class discussion.

* Have you visited any famous monuments either here in Japan or abroad? If
yes, did you find out what that monument stands for?

* Do you know of any famous monument in the United States? If so, could
you describe it to us and tell us what it stands for2 If you don’t know what
it stands for, you can make a guess. (Note: If one of the students mentioned
the Statue of Liberty, write down what he or she said about it. Refer to
what you have written down as you introduce the book.)

After the students have given their answers, introduce the book by telling students
that they are going to read about how the Statue of Liberty, a famous American
monument, was made.

STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 15 minutes

Read the story to the class. Ask the students to look carefully at the pictures as you
read the story.

POST-STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 20 minutes

A. Recall Questions
* What country gave the Statue of Liberty as a present to the United
States? What is this gift for?
* Who designed the statue?
* Who helped build it?
* Where is it located?
* How did the French and the Americans raise money to complete the statue?
* Where was the Statue of Liberty built2
* How was the statue shipped to the United States?
* What does the Statue of Liberty stand for?
* Why is it an important monument for the Americans?
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B. Insight Questions
* Would you like to go visit the Statue of Liberty2 Why or why not?

To conclude the class, summarize the main points gathered from the discussion.
Depending on which activity you are going to use for the next session, give a brief
introduction of what they will expect in the next session and where applicable,
give them their homework as well.
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Liberty Puzzle

GRADE LEVEL
1-6

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (25 — 30 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will be given a puzzle of the Statue of Liberty and they will
try to put it together as fast as they can. They will also have to figure out what the
important parts of the statue (such as the crown, the torch, the tablet and the
broken shackles at the statue’s foot) mean by matching the right description to it.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Identify the different parts of the Statue of Liberty.
* Recognize what the important parts of the statue symbolize.
* Understand and appreciate the significance of the statue in representing
American ideals such as freedom and democracy.

MATERIALS NEEDED

* An envelope that contains pieces of a jigsaw puzzle of the Statue of
Liberty (Please see CD for handout.)

* A blank sheet of paper

* Glue

* One to two sentence description of the important parts of the statue
(Please see CD for handout.)

PROCEDURE

1. Introduce the game (5 minutes)

Ask students to describe the Statue of Liberty based on what they know from
reading the book. Write down what they said on the board.

2. Play the game (10 — 15 minutes)

Divide the class into groups of 2 or 3. Give each group an envelope with the
puzzle pieces inside, a blank sheet of paper, glue and the one to two sentence
description of the parts. Ask students to reconstruct the Statue of Liberty by putting
the puzzle pieces together, matching the right description to the right part and then
pasting their completed work on the blank sheet of paper. The group that finishes
first or gets the most answers correct wins the game. (Note: This game can be made
simpler by not having the students match the descriptions to the parts. You may
discuss that as a class after the game.)
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3. Conclude the activity (10 minutes)

Invite the winning group to present their work in front of the class and have them
read aloud the short description of what each part symbolizes.

: Optional task: If your students are familiar with world geography, you may

§ask them to name the 7 seas (North Pacific Ocean, South Pacific Ocean, North

: Atlantic Ocean, South Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Arctic Ocean and Antarctic
§Ocec|n) and the 7 continents (Asia, Africa, North America, South America,

: Antarctica, Europe and Australia.) You may also use the world map to show the
§students what and where they are.
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Then, ask the class the following questions to find out what they learned from the
game:

* What new things did you learn about the Statue of Liberty?

* Why are monuments like the Statue of Liberty important to people?

* Can you think of any monument here in Japan that is important to us?

Summarize the main points of the discussion. Reiterate the fact that the Statue of
Liberty is important to people because it reminds people of the ideals that they
value the most.

(Note: Give the following definition to help students understand the meaning
of “values and ideals.” Ideals refer to honorable principles or aims such as
equality and freedom. Values refer to ways of acting that people regard as
desirable such as respect for elders and honesty.)
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A Gift To The Americans

GRADE LEVEL
2-6

TIME REQUIRED

2 class sessions — 1st class session (15 minutes *excludes time students
need to work on their project)
2nd class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will be asked to design or pick a gift for the American
people. It should be a gift that represents an important message and Japanese
goodwill.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Identify ideals that they find valuable.
* Understand the value of forming good relationships with people from other
countries.
* Appreciate the importance of friendship between countries.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* Drawing paper
* Color markers/crayons/color pencils
* Pictures of the Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, DC (Please see CD
for digital copies of pictures.)

PROCEDURE
1st Class Session
1. Discuss the meaning of gifts in relation to friendship (10 minutes)
Ask the following questions to find out students’ views about friendship and
giving of gifts:

* Have you ever given your friend a gift? If so, what was it2 Why did you

choose that particular gift?

* When you are picking a gift for a friend, what things do you consider?

* Do you think it is important to give gifts?2 Why or why not?

* How do you feel when someone gives you a gift?

Summarize the students’ answers from the questions above. Draw parallelisms
between their answers and what they learned about the Statue of Liberty.
(For example, when a student says that he /she considers what his/her friend
likes or dislikes when choosing a gift, point out how Bartholdi spent a lot of
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time thinking and designing the Statue of Liberty. Stress the fact that he had
to understand what the American people find important such as the idea of
freedom and democracy in order to come up with a beautiful statue that will
represent those things.)

2. Assign the task (5 minutes)
Divide the class into groups of 3 to 4. Give the following instructions:

* You were asked by the Japanese government to think of a gift that they
will give to the American people. It should represent values or ideals that
both Japanese and American people hold dear (for example: love for
nature, kindness, love, courage, etc.) It could be a design for a statue or a
monument, a painting or a drawing, a poem or a song to be inscribed on a
plaque or tablet.

It has to be an original idea. You can also use an existing idea but you will
have to improve or add new things to it. For example, if you find a poem or
haiku that you think will make a good gift, you may create an
accompanying drawing to go with it. After you have finished working on
your gift, you have to write a sentence or two as to why you choose to give
that gift to the American people.

2nd Class Session

3. Have students present their work (30 minutes)

Ask students to present their gift in front of the class. After each
presentation, the class will be given time to ask the presenting group
additional questions.

4. Discuss the Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, DC
(10 minutes)
Show the students pictures of the Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, DC
(see handouts) then ask the following questions:
* What do you see in these pictures?
* Where do you think this is taking place?

® ©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

: Optional task: If a computer with internet access is available for use, you may
t explore this web site with your students: http://www.nationalcherryblossomfesti-
:val.org/cms/index.php2id=390

.
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Tell the students how the Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, DC came about.

* In 1912, Mayor Yukio Ozaki of Tokyo gave 3,000 cherry trees to
Woashington, DC to strengthen the growing friendship between the United
States and Japan. The first two trees were planted by First Lady Helen
Taft, the wife of the U.S. president then and Viscountess Chinda, the wife
of the Japanese ambassador on the north bank of the Tidal Basin in West
Potomac Park. In 1935, the first festival was held to commemorate this gift.
Every year thousands of people attend this festival to welcome the spring
by enjoying the cherry trees, taking part in Japanese cultural events and
watching cultural performances. (From http://www.nationalcherryblossom-
festival.org/cms/index.php2id=390)
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* Did you know that in 1915 the United States government gave the people
of Japan flowering dogwood trees in exchange for the cherry trees? At
present, only a few of the donated dogwoods remain, and these are to
be found in the Koishikawa Botanical Garden affiliated with the Science
Department of Tokyo University. (From http://www.city.hiroshima.jp /www/
contents/1121228621440 /html /common/42d5fbd2004.htm)

After telling the students about the Cherry Blossom Festival, ask the students the
following questions:
* Do you think the gift of the cherry trees was able to meet its purpose of
strengthening the friendship between the United States and Japan? How?
(Note: Guide students to understand that the festival gives Americans
an opportunity to learn about Japanese culture. Stress the importance
of making an effort to learn about a friend’s culture in order to better
understand and appreciate him/her.)

® ©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

: Note: Always ask questions that kids can relate to in their life. For example,

.

gfriendship between countries is more abstract to them. Instead, ask them about
: their relationship with their friends. You can ask them afterwards to compare
. their own friendship with that of friendship between countries.

.
.
.
.

$ecececcccccccoce
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5. Conclude the activity (5 minutes)

Ask students what they learned from doing this project. Encourage them to talk
about the new things they learned about Japanese-American friendship.
Summarize main points of this discussion.
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Taking A Closer Look At Japanese
And American Monuments

GRADE LEVEL
1-3

TIME REQUIRED

1st class session (20 minutes to 3 hours *The length of the st class session
depends on whether or not you plan to have a field trip.)

2nd class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will look into important landmarks, monuments or historical
sites in their town. They will learn about what these places mean to the people or
what ideals they stand for. They will then compare and contrast the significance of
these places to the Japanese people to that of the Statue of Liberty to the
American people.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* |dentify important landmarks, monuments or historical sites in their
hometown.
* Understand and appreciate the ideals these places represent.
* Compare and contrast the significance these places represent to the
significance of the Statue of Liberty to the American people.

PROCEDURE
Note to teachers: There are two ways to carry out this activity depending on
the amount of time you would like to devote to it.

A. With a class field trip
Materials needed:
* Cameras
* Big-sized poster paper
* Paper
* Crayons/color pens

Ist Class Session

1. Plan the field trip (10 minutes)

Pick one to two important landmarks, monuments or historical places for your
class to visit. When possible pick places that have similar historical and
present-day significance like the Statue of Liberty. Be sure to make the
necessary darrangements in order to get parents’ permission and cooperation.
Ask students to bring cameras with them. (One-use cameras or disposable
cameras are preferable.)
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2. Introduce the activity (10 minutes)

Prior to the field trip, ask students what they know about the place/s you
have picked. If they have visited these place/s, ask them to share their
experience with the class. Write down what the students say about these
places.

3. Assign the task (1 hour — 3 hours)

On the day of the field trip, divide the class into groups of 3 to 4. Make sure
that each group has at least one camera and a notebook to take notes. Give
the following instructions to the students:-

* At each place we visit, we will learn about how and why the place was
built or (if it is a nature’s reserve or a park) designated as an important
place, how it is being used today and what its significance is to the people.
Please listen carefully and take down notes. Your group will be given some
time to take pictures of the place. Be sure to pick spots that made a strong
impression on you and take notes about why you like these spots. You will
be asked to create a collage out of the pictures you took. You will also
write a couple of sentences to a paragraph about why you find these spots
interesting or meaningful.

Be sure to remind students of safety tips. Encourage them to ask questions
especially when a guide is present. After the field trip, let students know
when you expect them to present their photo collages.

2nd Class Session

4. Have students present their photo collages (35 minutes)

Ask students to present their photo collages in front of the class. Be sure to
ask students why they chose those particular spots. After each presentation,
the class will be given time to ask the presenting group additional
questions.

5. Conclude the activity (10 minutes)

(Note: Give the following definition to help students understand the meaning
of “values and ideals.” Ideals refer to honorable principles or aims such as
equality and freedom. Values refer to ways of acting that people regard as
desirable such as respect for elders and honesty.)

Ask students the following questions:

* What new things did you learn about the places we visited?

* Do you find these places more meaningful to you now? In what ways?

* Important landmarks, monuments and historical places represent the things
that people value the most. From the places we visited, what values or
ideals do you think we, Japanese, find important? Compare and contrast
these values or ideals to those that the Statue of Liberty represents (i.e.
freedom, democracy and openness to people from all over the world).

Write down students’ answers to the questions. Summarize main points of the
discussion. Lead students to the conclusion that though the Japanese places
they visited represent different ideals from The Statue of Liberty, the ideals
and values they represent are things all people strive for to make this world
a better place.
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B.Without a class field trip
Materials needed:
* Folder, Paper, Crayons/Color pens

Ist Class Session

1. Introduce the activity (10 minutes)

Pick a number of important Japanese landmarks. (Note: When possible, pick
landmarks in your town.) Ask students what they know about the places you
picked. If they have visited these places, ask them to share their experience
with the class. Write down what the students say about these places. Tell
students that they will look at these notes again after they have finished the
activity.

2. Assign the task (10 minutes)
Divide the class into 4 to 5 groups and assign each group one of the places.
Give the following instructions to the students:

* You are going to create a photo album about your assigned place. Look
for pictures of the place or if the place you are assigned to is convenient
for you to go to, take pictures of it. In your album, write down your answers
to the following questions:

*  When was the place built or created?

*  Why was it built or created?

*  How is the place being used today?

*  What is its significance to the people?

* Is there a festival that highlights the significance of this place?

* Do people go see this place on special days or do people visit it
anytime of the year?

2nd Class Session

3. Have students present their photo album (35 minutes)

Ask students to present their photo album in front of the class and read their
answers to the questions above. After each presentation, the class will be
given time to ask the presenting group additional questions.

4. Conclude the activity (10 minutes)
Ask students the following questions:

* What new things did you learn about the different places?

* Now that you know more about these places, do you find them more
meaningful? In what ways?

* Important landmarks, monuments and historical places reflect the things
that people value the most. From the places we have learned about, what
values or ideals do you think we, Japanese, find important? Compare and
contrast these values or ideals to those that the Statue of Liberty represents
(i.e. freedom, democracy and openness to people from all over the world).

Write down students’ answers to the questions. Summarize main points of the
discussion. Lead students to the conclusion that though the Japanese places
they studied about represent different ideals from The Statue of

Liberty, the ideals and values they represent are things all people strive for
to make this world a better place.
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