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Tulip Sees America
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Author: Cynthia Rylant
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SUMMARY:

A young man who grew up in Ohio
takes his dog Tulip on a car trip across
the United States of America. They
discover unique characteristics and
landscape about the different places
they pass through. They drive through
lowa, Nebraska, Wyoming, Colorado,
Nevada and end up in Oregon, where
they decide to stay.

OVERALL OBJECTIVES:

By reading this book and engaging in

the different activities, students will:

* Learn about American geography
while furthering their knowledge of
Japanese geography.

* Appreciate the diverse landscape
of the United States.

* Understand how geography helps
shape culture.
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INDEX

READING THE BOOK

STORY

GETTING TO KNOW THE DIFFERENT PLACES

In this activity, students will look more closely at the pictures
of the different places that Tulip and his master visited. They
will make observations and discuss what is unique about
each place.

POSTCARDS FROM JAPAN

In this activity, students will pretend to go on a trip around
Japan. They will pick places they want to visit, draw these
places and write a short description of interesting
characteristics about each place.

INTRODUCING MY HOMETOWN

ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will write about and draw or take
pictures of their hometown’s unique geography.

Note: The time specified for each activity is an estimate.
Please feel free to modify parts of an activity in order to
meet the amount of time you have allotted for it.
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Tulip Sees America

TOTAL TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

PRE-STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 10 minutes

Before beginning the storytelling session, ask the following questions to facilitate
class discussion and participation. This is to be done as a whole class discussion.
* Have you ever taken a trip with your family? If so, where did you go? How
did you get there — by car, by plane, by train or by boat? What new things
did you discover on your trip? What is one thing about the place you
visited that you find memorable or unforgettable?
* If you have never taken a trip with your family, what is one place that you
would like to visit? (It can be a place within Japan or another country.)
Why?
Ophonal Task: If you think your students have ideas of what the United States is
:like based on what they have seen on TV, magazines or newspapers, ask them
§’ro share their thoughts. List down what they say on a big paper. Keep this list for
§Use in the post-storytelling session. :

.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

After the students have given their answers, introduce the book by telling students
that they are going to read about an interesting road trip made by a dog and his
master. Be sure to mention that this trip takes place in the United States of America
which is about 25 times bigger than Japan.

STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 15 minutes

Read the story to the class. Ask the students to look carefully at the pictures as you
read the story.

POST-STORYTELLING SESSION

Time Required: 20 minutes

After reading the story, ask the following questions to facilitate class discussion and
participation. This should be done as a whole class discussion.

A. Recall Questions
* What are some of the places that Tulip and his master visited? Could you
name them?
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* What was unique about each place that Tulip and his master visited?

B. Insight Question

* Which place would you like to visit? Why?
: Optional Task: Post the list of students’ description of the U.S. from the
pre-storytelling session. Point out their misconceptions or misconceived
: generalizations after reading the book. For example: If most of them describe
§'rhe U.S. as a place with big cities and tall buildings, ask them whether they still
: think that way of the U.S. after reading about Tulip’s trip. Let them know that
§whi|e the U.S. has a number of major cities with tall buildings, it also has places
: like lowa where there are lots of farms. Make an analogy by comparing a
§foreigner’s idea of Japan as Tokyo and ask them if this is an accurate

©000000000000000000000000000000 0000

: description of what Japan is like.

$000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

To conclude the class, summarize the main points gathered from the questions
posted above. Depending on which activity you are going to use for the next
session, give a brief introduction of what they will expect in the next session and
where applicable, give them their homework as well.
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Getting To Know The Different
Places

GRADE LEVEL
1-6

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will look more closely at the pictures of the different places
that Tulip and his master visited. They will make observations and discuss what is
unique about each place.

OBJECTIVES

Students will learn to:
* Look at pictures in order to identify what makes the following places
unique: lowa, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming, Nevada and Oregon.
* Appreciate the diversity of landscapes and the beautiful places within the
United States.
* Understand how geography affects people’s way of life.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* The book “Tulip Sees America”
* Postcards of some of the places mentioned in the book (see handout)
* U.S. map
* World map

PROCEDURE

1. Introduce the map (5 minutes)

Ask students to locate Japan and the U.S. on the world map. After the class has
identified the U.S. on the world map, show the class the handout of the U.S. map.
Tell students that the United States is made up of different states and that the
entire country is 25 times bigger than Japan.

2. Recall Tulip’s trip (30 minutes)

(Note: Depending on how much time you would like to devote to this activity, you
may choose to discuss all six places or you may pick a couple of the places which
you think will be more interesting to your students.)

Locate Ohio on the U.S. map, show students that it is the state where Tulip’s master
grew up. It is also the starting point of their travel. As you discuss each place, be
sure to mark where it is on the map.
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For each place, ask the following questionsWhat do you see in this picture? (Note:
You may write down what the students say.)

* What catches your attention the most in this picture? Why?

* Would you like to visit this place2 Why or why not?

* Do you know of a place in Japan that is similar to this place?

Below are some interesting facts about some of the places that you can
share with your students after discussing the place based on the book’s picture.

lowa

* 90% of its land is devoted to farming.

* It ranks number 1 in corn production and is sometimes called the Corn State.
Colorado

* Lots of people come to this state in the winter to ski. The deep, powdery
snow that covers the mountains in the winter attracts skiers to this place.

* Mt. Elbert, which is the highest peak of the Rocky Mountains, is located in
this state. Mt. Elbert is 4,399 meters high. The Rocky Mountains are the
largest mountain system in North America. This chain of mountains extends
more than 4,800 kilometers from Canada through the United States.

Wyoming

* This state’s name means land of vast plains. On these great plains and
open areas, the wind can blow pretty hard. In fact, if there is snow on the
ground, it would swirl off the ground and you won't be able to see straight
ahead.

Nevada.

* |t is the driest state in the United States. It is made up of semiarid grass-
lands and sandy deserts.

* This state is also known as the silver state. A long time ago, people come to
this state to look for silver. There were lots of mining towns back then that
are now abandoned. Most of these abandoned mining towns are called
ghost towns.

Oregon

* This state is often called Pacific Wonderland because of its beautiful
natural wonders.

* This state is by the Pacific Ocean.

3. Conclude the discussion (10 minutes)
Ask the students the following questions:
* Now, that you know more about each state, which state interests you the
most? Why?
* If you were Tulip’s master, which place would you pick to stay for good?
Why?

Summarize the main points of the discussion. Reiterate the fact that the United
States has a vast land area and a diverse landscape.
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Postcards From Japan

GRADE LEVEL
2-4

TIME REQUIRED

1 class session (45 minutes)

2 class sessions — 1st class session (5 — 10 minutes) (*excludes time the students
need to work on their project)
2nd class session (35 — 40 minutes)

(Note: This activity can be done in 1 class session or 2 class sessions. If you want
your students to have more time to work on their project outside the classroom, then
do this activity in 2 class sessions. If you are doing this activity in 1 class session, be
sure to have reference books on Japan available.)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will pretend to go on a trip around Japan. They will pick
places they want to visit, draw these places and write a short description of
interesting characteristics about each place.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Identify and describe interesting places in Japan.
* Express their artistic abilities through drawing.
* Appreciate Japanese geography by learning about and appreciating the
geography in the United States.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* Drawing paper
* Color markers/crayons/color pencils

PROCEDURE

(Note: If you are doing this activity in 1 class session, be sure to check out
reference books on Japan from the library beforehand and make them
available to your students.)

Ist Class Session

1. Assign the task (5 - 10 minutes)

(Note: Depending on the amount of time you want to dedicate to this activity,
you decide how many places you want to specify. You could ask your students
to “visit” anywhere between 1 to 3 places.)
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Divide the class in groups of 2 to 3. Give the following instructions:

* You and your friends are going to pretend that you are traveling to places
in Japan. These may be places you have visited or heard of. For places
you have never visited, you may look them up in books or you can interview
people who have been there. You will create a postcard for each place
that you chose. You will draw what the places look like. You will also write
a short description of each place so that people who have never been
there will find it interesting. Here are some questions to help you write the
description:

* Why did you choose to visit this place?
* What is special or unique about this place?
* What fun things can you do there?

Between the 1st and 2nd Class Sessions

2. Check the postcards

Prior to the second class session, ask students to submit their postcards to you.
Go over them and check their descriptions for any factual inaccuracies. Have
students correct these inaccuracies before they present their postcards in
front of the class.

2nd Class Session

3. Have students present their postcards (30 minutes)

Ask students to present their postcards in front of the class. After each
presentation, the class will be given time to ask the presenting group any
additional questions.

4. Conclude the activity (5 = 10 minutes)
Ask students the following questions in order to find out what they learned
from doing this project:

* What new things did you learn about the different places in Japan?

* How is your pretend trip similar or different from that of Tulip’s?

Summarize main points of this discussion.
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Introducing My Hometown

GRADE LEVEL
3-4

TIME REQUIRED

1st class session (5 — 10 minutes) (*excludes time the students need to
work on their project)

2nd class session (45 minutes)

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

In this activity, students will write about and draw or take pictures of their
hometown’s unique geography.

OBJECTIVES
Students will learn to:
* Observe and describe their hometown’s geography.
* Express their artistic abilities through drawing or taking pictures of places
in their hometown.
* Appreciate their hometown’s unique features.

MATERIALS NEEDED
* Drawing paper
* Color markers/crayons/color pencils
e folder

PROCEDURE

Ist Class Session

1. Assign the task (5 — 10 minutes)

Divide the class in groups of 2 to 3. Depending on the level of your students,
choose to give one of the following instructions:

A. Draw or take pictures of unique things in your hometown. You will put
these in a folder to create an album. The pictures could be about interesting
landscapes, beautiful scenic spots, historical places, temples or monuments,
important festivals or things that your hometown is known for. Write a
sentence or two about each picture. (Note: You may specify how many
pictures they need to draw or take.)
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B. Design a 2-page brochure to introduce your hometown. You have to make
it interesting so that people would like to visit. You may draw, take pictures,
or make a collage to make your brochure more colorful. You may feature
two or more of the following depending on what will fit on your 2-page
brochure:

* interesting landscapes

* beautiful scenic spots

* historical places, temples or monuments

* important festivals

* things that your hometown is known for.

Briefly describe your hometown and why people should come to visit it.

Between 1st and 2nd Class Sessions

2. Check the work

Prior to the second class session, ask students to submit their drawings or
brochure. Go over them and check for any factual inaccuracies. Have
students correct these inaccuracies before they present their drawings or
brochure in front of the class.

2nd Class Session

3. Have students present their work (35 minutes)

Ask students to present their drawings or brochure in front of the class. Be
sure to ask students why they choose to feature those particular things about
their hometown. After each presentation, the class will be given time to ask
the presenting group additional questions.

4. Conclude the activity (10 minutes)
Ask students the following question in order to find out what they learned
from doing this project:

* What new things did you learn about your hometown?

Summarize main points of this discussion.
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